
Together for Supportive Cancer Care (TSCC)  
Coalition Summit Summary
The TSCC Coalition Summit united coalition stakeholders—including patients, caregivers, 
policymakers, healthcare providers, researchers, and employers—under the shared goal 
of advancing supportive cancer care. The agenda featured breakout sessions, panel 
discussions, and collective brainstorming activities focused on five key areas: 

•	 Putting patients at the center

•	 Understanding the policy landscape

•	 Harnessing data and research

•	 Engaging employers

•	 Aligning our vision for TSCC

Discussions addressed the current challenges, identified policy changes, and explored 
collaborative opportunities to make supportive care the  national standard. 

Observations and Opportunities for Action
Patients at the Center

•	 Focus on Patient Centered Care and Advocacy. It is imperative to guarantee active 
patient and caregiver involvement in all aspects of strategy development, with an 
emphasis on self-advocacy support and system navigation. Participants emphasized 
the importance of recognizing patients’ autonomy and ensuring supportive care systems 
are adaptable to individual needs. Many emphasized the necessity for patients to have a 
meaningful voice in decisions regarding their care, particularly when navigating complex 
healthcare systems.

Policy Landscape
•	 Strengthen Statewide Advocacy and Engage Federal Policy Makers and CMS. There 

was a consensus to engage state governments to serve as leaders in implementing 
supportive care policies and pilot programs that can inform federal efforts. These efforts 
include embedding supportive cancer care into state-level Comprehensive Cancer 
Control Plans and using Medicaid strategies. Additionally, it is imperative to support 
the passage of palliative care legislation, which can be community-based. Coalition 
members proposed strategies to integrate supportive care into existing and new federal 
healthcare payment models.
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Harnessing Data and Research to Drive Change
•	 Expand Data Collection and Usage. Coalition members expressed a desire to create a 

centralized repository for research, outcomes data, and best practices and to explore 
gaps and opportunities for further research, particularly centered around service 
integration. Participants also discussed engaging employers to review and share 
claims data, as well as launching models of employee education to help workers better 
understand their benefits. Coalition members can form committees, advocate for 
funding, enhance infrastructure, and integrate technology to address systemic barriers 
and improve care delivery.

Engaging Employers
•	 Making the Business Case. Employers, especially self-insured businesses, were 

recognized as critical drivers of change in health plan design and key to awareness 
and utilization. In addition to the Business Case, there was strong interest in developing 
tailored communication strategies to ensure that employees are aware of and 
understand the benefits available to them. Identifying data that demonstrates cost 
savings when early supportive care is covered and utilized, including claims data, as well 
as fewer missed workdays and the ability to return to work more often and more quickly, 
is also important.

Aligning on our Vision for Supportive Cancer Care
•	 Develop a Unified Definition. The coalition will collaborate across all workstreams  

to create a clear and comprehensive definition of supportive care, outlining its key 
services and staffing. Participants explored the distinctions between supportive care 
and palliative care, suggesting a diagram or framework to illustrate the overlap and 
differences. While the field of palliative care defines itself similarly to supportive care  
(e.g., CAPC definition), insurers and providers tend to view specialty palliative care 
as part of, but not synonymous with, supportive care. Coalition members agreed that 
supportive care should be the national standard, offering wraparound support from 
diagnosis through the entire cancer journey, regardless of prognosis.

•	 Enhance Communication Strategies. The coalition will create a clear, unified 
communication plan to amplify the voices of patients and stakeholders and to raise 
awareness about the value of supportive cancer care. Outreach will use plain language 
to explain what supportive care is and why it should be a standard part of cancer 
treatment. The goal of the plan will be to position the TSCC coalition as a trusted leader 
in the cancer care space by highlighting member contributions, policy successes, and 
research achievements to build credibility.

•	 Refining a Logic Model. Prior to the convening, workstream co-chairs shared a draft Logic 
Model with coalition members. The model outlined the necessary inputs, activities, and 
outcomes to achieve supportive cancer care as the national standard of care. TSCC will 
collect all the inputs from summit participants to inform a final version of the Logic Model. 

https://www.capc.org/about/palliative-care/

