
Reducing Costs of Care  
Through Supportive Cancer Care

Increase in Savings Over Baseline with Supportive Cancer Care Use

18.6M  
People living with cancer

12.5M
People with cancer  
are Medicare-eligible

$312B
Projected cancer 
costs in 2025

$4.6B
Estimated additional 
savings if 10% more 
people received SCC

Benefits of Supportive Cancer Care
Supportive Cancer Care (SCC) is a whole-person approach that complements medical treatment by addressing the 
emotional, physical, and practical needs of people and their caregivers. It helps reduce emergency room visits and hospital 
stays—improving quality of life while lowering healthcare costs without denying access to services.

Fewer Emergency Room Visits
•	 25% reduction for people with commercial insurance,  

Medicare and Medicare Advantage coverage

•	 10% reduction for people with Medicaid and Medicare coverage

•	 68% reduction through the oncology medical home approach  
for people with Medicare and Medicare Advantage coverage

Fewer Hospital Stays
•	 56% reduction in hospital costs for commercial and Medicare 

Advantage populations

The Oncology Care Model  
(OCM)
A Medicare pilot program that helped  
cancer doctors give more coordinated care—
improving outcomes while lowering costs. 
Now called the Enhancing Oncology Model.

•	 Fewer ER visits that lead to hospital stays

•	 Lower rates of repeat hospital admissions

•	 Reduced hospitalizations at the  
end of life

15% (Baseline) 25% 35% 50%

Over 65 Population Using SCC 1.9M 3.1M 4.4M 6.2M

Estimated Savings — Over 65 Population $4.6B $7.4B $10.6B $14.9B

Total Population Using SCC 2.8M 4.7M 6.5M 9.3M

Estimated Savings — Total Population $6.7B $11.3B $15.6B $22.3B

Difference in Savings over Baseline — Total Population - $4.6B $8.9B $15.6B

Sources

Oncology Care Model (OCM): Now called the Enhancing Oncology Model is a Medicare initiative (2016-2022) that aimed to improve cancer care by encouraging doctors to provide more 
coordinated, high-quality treatment for patients undergoing chemotherapy, while also keeping costs down. http://bit.ly/3Kh1Uw3 

The Consumer Price Index was used to inflate cost of services through 2025. 
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